
THE SPHERICAL CHICKEN…  
and the golden eggs  

CHALLENGE 5 

Details 
The farmer’s problem: his chickens turn red and lay golden eggs - but if the red 
chickens stay with the other chickens they stop laying golden eggs. You are on 
the robotics team that he has contacted to solve his problem. He wants to see 
a scaled down version of the robot you would use and will allow you to assume 
a spherical chicken, meaning you can model it with small spheres. 
 
Build a robot to pick out the red balls off the provided stand, already to 
scale. The robot will need to use sensing capabilities to identify the right 
color, and ‘gently’ pick it up. You may not push any balls off the stand. 
 
 

Things to Keep in mind 
  Your bot cannot knock off the other balls from the stand 
  The chickens are tough, but don't “hurt” them, PETA is watching 
 
 

Scoring  
[demonstration score doubled if primary challenge] 
 
(100) design and program algorithm 
 (25) Stability 
 (25) Originality 
 (25) Implemented sensors and adapted to situation 
 (25) Completed in time for scheduled judging 
 
(100) Demonstration 
 (55) successfully removes the red chickens  
 (45) Treats all the chickens well... 
 
There is a 15pt deduction (max 45) for every extra ball you drop or knock off 
the track 
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