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Welcome to the learning phase of IT-Adventures Robotics Venue. Some of you who 
have already competed may know some or all of this, but please look through it 
just to make sure everyone is on the same page as we progress through the year.

THINGS TO DO
 -  If you have not already done so - install the LEGO Mindstorms software 
you have received with from us. If you have not received the 2.0 software, you 
should receive it in the next week or two.

 - If you are new to the robotics venue or simply want to refresh your memory, go 
through the Robot Educator tutorials inside the software.

 - Go through the Introduction To The LEGO Mindstorms Brick PDF (also avail-
able on the IT-Adventures web site) to help you set up your brick and update the 
firmware. It also includes information on memory management for updating firm-
ware if you don’t want to lose files already saved on the NXT. This document will 
also be a good reference as we progress through the year.

CHALLENGES
Go to <http://www.nxtprograms.com/index1.html>. beyond the projects we will do 
as a part of these challenges, you may enjoy just going through some of these 
to see what else the mindstorms are capable of becoming. These programs also 
show good documentation and techniques.

For our challenge go through and complete the Steering Rover project. As a 
team, go through the challenges given at the end, focusing on the optimization 
challenges to see if you can make the design and program better. I would also 
like you to write down what things you would do/did to make it better. This can be 
as detailed as you like, but please keep it under one page. 

This is going to begin the feedback portion of the learning challenges. For any 
team willing to come up with ideas, you may e-mail them to agrieme@iastate.edu 
for feedback, as well as e-mailing any robotics specific questions (programming,  
you may have. This will enable me to start a FAQ as well as prepare more re-
sources for you. 

For any other IT-Adventures questions should be directed to info@it-adventures.
org.

http://www.it-adventures.org/material.html
http://www.nxtprograms.com/index1.html

